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like Navaho Mountain in this respect. Shiprock children seem to
have greater sensitivity, a greater range of emotional possibilities,
and more different nuances of feeling in response to life experiences.
On the other hand, they are under more pressure and more different
sorts of pressure at Shiprock, and what they gain in complexity they
seem to lose in spontaneity. The complexity, which might be called
"sophistication/* gives them an appearance of greater "maturity,"
but at the same time it makes them more self-critical and restrained.
Navaho Mountain children, by contrast, never are under the same
degree of pressure as are their Shiprock cousins, and the pressure is
a relatively simple one of conformity to Navaho cultural ways. More-
over, they are older when it begins to be felt. While they never
attain (up to 18 years) the degree of "maturity" or of emotional
subtlety seen at Shiprock, they maintain a larger amount of spon-
taneity.
In conclusion, it must be emphasized in connection with the find-
ings reported in this chapter and the previous one that they represent
an arithmetical average of many individuals, and that the chances
are slight that one would be able to find a single individual who
would show at the proper ages all the traits that have been outlined.
It is justifiable to expect that a ten-year-old child will show more of
the characteristics mentioned for children between eight and ten
than those for children five to seven or fourteen to eighteen, but no
one child can be expected to have all of the "typical" characteristics.
Similarly, while in general a girl will show more responsiveness to
the outer world than will a boy, a boy and girl could doubtless be
picked out who reverse this relationship, with the girl the more
restrained. Partly to offset any tendency of the reader to conclude
at this point that he now knows just what to expect in a Navaho of
either sex and any age, the next chapter introduces a series of children
and their families from the groups studied who, in their background
and personalities, demonstrate the range of variation among these
Indians who are casually thought by some persons to be all alike.